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Russia

RCA Analysis: 
 
Russias export structure across the last ten years 

shows consistent positive comparative advantages 

only in the sectors of wood and wood products (20), 

coke and petroleum products (23) as well as the 

manufacture of basic metals (27).  

While most other sectors show distinct 

disadvantages the manufacturing of pulp and paper 

(21) products and the manufacture of furniture and 

other non-classified products (36) lost their 

advantages in recent years.  

The manufacturing of chemicals (24) shows a 

distinct upwards movements in recent years, which 

is also in line with the general growth of the 

chemicals sector as such. The sector is mostly 

dominated by the manufacture of basic chemicals. 

 

EUV Analysis: 
 
A remarkable aspect is that all sectors with distinct 

comparative advantages show a near duplication of 

EUVs which can also be interpreted as a significant 

rise in product quality levels. 

This rise is also visible in metal products (28), auto-

motives (34) and science based industries (30, 33). 

Vol RCA Analysis: 
 
The figure above shows the sectoral RCAs of Russia 

in comparison to  the share of total Russian exports. 

There are four major export sectors that also show 

reasonable high and significantly positive RCAs. 

Furthermore, no sector with a negative RCA features 

a large export share in 2008. 

Combined, this leads to the conclusion that 

concerning trade with the European Union Russia is 

well specialized in its export structure and utilizes its 

exports efficiently. 

Definition RCA: 
(Revealed Comparative Advantage) 
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Definition Vol RCA: 
Volume Weighted RCA  
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Definition EUV: 
(Export Unit Value) 

c, j

c, j

c, j

x  (in Euro)
EUV =

x  (in kg)
 

European Institute for International Economic Relations 
At the University of Wuppertal 

Prof. Dr. Paul J. J. Welfens 

Rainer-Gruenter-Straße 21 
42119 Wuppertal 
Phone:  +49 (0) 202 – 439 13 71 
Fax:  +49 (0) 202 – 439 13 77 
E-Mail: welfens@eiiw.eu 

-1

0

1

Basic Metals

Chemicals and
Chemical Products

Coke,
Petroleum
Products

Wood and
Wood Products

2008

RCA

Share of
Total 

Exports


